The February Letter

Dear Friends,

Not for the first time, as | start this letter, I'not sure what | should
write about. As Ash Wednesday comes early duringri&y, Lent
seems the obvious subject but finding something mewsay is a
challenge. We’'ve had all the stuff about givinghgs up (or not) in
previous years. So | turn to the Lectionary towhat psalms were set
for Ash Wednesday to find inspiration. | find psal usually have
something unexpected to tell us.

The one appointed for Morning Prayer is Ps38. Thisene of seven
psalms used in the Christian liturgy as Peniterpsdlms. At first

reading it struck me as miserable; it is a lameuk details the woes the
writer is suffering as a result of illness whichnist only painful, but

keeps him away from friends and provokes derigiom his enemies.

The implication is that his iliness has been inélccon him as a result of
past sin (not an idea we would recognise these)days a plea for

relief from his suffering.

At Holy Communion and Evening Prayer, the set psialfl, another
Penitential psalm but a more optimistic one. Agains a lament,

deploring the writer’s sinful nature, but this timere hopeful in that
God will forgive those who know their misdeeds amd able to repent
sincerely.

My conclusion is (and what do | know?) that Lenghtibe a less than
happy season if we aren’t careful, but with thétigutlook, we will be
forgiven from the Cross and be able to rejoiceastér.

Think about it, and dig in to a psalm or two.

Patrick



FEBRUARY PARISH DIARY

Tuesday 2nd  10.45 a.m. Communion at Crossley HGase Home
12 noon Knit and Natter
7.30 p.m. Adult tap dancing
Wednesday 3rd 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion at St. James
6.15 p.m. Cub Scouts
Thursday 4th  9.30 a.m. Morning prayer
6.00 p.m. Beaver Scouts
7. 30 p.m. Scouts

SUNDAY 7TH SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE LENT
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
Tuesday 9th 12 noon Knit and Natter
7.30 p.m. Adult tap dancing
Wednesday 10th9.30 a.m. Holy Communion with Ashing
11.30 a.m. Ing’s Way Lunch Day
6.15 p.m. Cub Scouts
Thursday 11th 9.30 a.m. Morning prayer
6.00 p.m. Beaver Scouts
7. 30 p.m. Scouts

SUNDAY 14™ FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

10.00 a.m. Holy Communiqrevd. Richard Bailey)
Tuesday 16th 12 noon Knit and Natter

7.30 p.m. Adult tap dancing

7.30 p.m. PCC meeting
Wednesday 17th9.30 a.m. Holy Communion at St. 3@ame
Thursday 18th 9.30 a.m. Morning prayer

7. OO p.m. Lent course in church

SUNDAY 218TSECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

10.00 a.m. Parade and Family Service
Tuesday 23rd 12 noon Knit and Natter

7.00 p.m. Safeguarding training

7.30 p.m. Adult Tap Dancing
Wednesday 24th9.30 a.m. Holy Communion

6.15 p.m. Cub Scouts




Thursday 25th 9.30 a.m. Morning prayer
10.15 a.m. Environment sub-group meeting
6.00 p.m. Beaver Scouts
7.30 p.m. Scouts
7.00 p.m. Lent course in church

SUNDAY 28" THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion

Lent, Holy Week and Easter
There will be a series of special services and tsvienmark Lent, Holy
Week and Easter. We begin Ash Wednesday 10th February, with a
service of Holy Communion with Ashing at 9.30 aimthe chapel.
Dorothy has arrangedlaent course to be held in church on Thursday
evenings from 7.00 to 8.30 p.m.:
1. 18th February Led by the Spirit

2. 25th February Investing in God
3. 3rd March Love Unconditionally
4. 10th March Look Beyond

And a series of services fbioly Week:
Sunday 20th March 10.00am Palm Sunday with promesd$
Crosses and Passion Gospel

Monday 21st 7.00 pm Taizé Service

Tuesday 22nd 7.00 pm  Stations of the Cross
Wednesday 23rd 9.30am  Said Eucharist

Thursday 24th 11.00am Service of Oils at Riporh€dital

7.00pm  Holy Communion and Stripping of the
Altar, followed by Vigil till 9.30pm
Friday 25th 10.30am Good Friday Young PeopleiviSe
11.15am Building Jesus’ Tomb
11.30 a.m. Walk of Witness from Ladyhill Park
2.30pm  Proclamation of the Cross
Sunday 27th 10.00am Easter Day Family Communion



Men\atork!
Well, after three years in the planning, the warKix our heating, flat
roofing, gutters and other bits and pieces haglyitegun. The church
certainly looks different, clad in scaffolding, witassorted containers
and machinery in the car park and a very big ndieard on the grass.

The work seems to be moving on apace, though ntitoui a few
hiccups judging by the frequent emails circulati@jween St Saviours,
contractors, architects and diocese. The Christisgrvice in January
became one of St Saviour’s adventures, having tieektsk in the hall as
the newly installed heaters could not be used Isecthe flues needed
bricking in. Dorothy reminded us of the poem abtig battle being
lost all for the want of a horse shoe naill Howetlee comments about
the Christingle were all favourable, in my hearatdeast.

The contractors, and their assorted equipmentjlaiy to be with us a
little longer, but they have been very willing tedp the disruption to a
minimum. Any concerns or questions please conthet ticar or
churchwardens. Also if you live near the church amtice anything
suspicious please make contact asap.

There will be regular updates about the work ingpess on the new
noticeboard in the narthex — so watch that space!!

Kaaren Raistrick

Knit and Natter
The Knit and Natter sessions have now got under, \aayidst the
clicking of needles and happy chatter! It has baecided to alter the
times of the sessions by 30 mins, to 12 noon - f.61Q, though all are
free to come and go at any time during these tinks.before, please
bring any food you need; drinks will be provided.

Blessing
One Sunday when my grand-daughter was about twos yad, her
daddy and mummy made their Communion at my locairath and
took her with them for a blessing. Arriving backdar pew she said in
a loud voice: ‘Granny, the man has said his pragarmy head, and he
has a lovely dress on.’ ©Parish Pump



Happy Birthday to Mothers’ Union!
This year will see Mothers’ Union mark 140 yeardathful Christian
outreach to families of all faiths and none. Sid&¥6, when Mary
Sumner first brought together parents in her owrispao build their
confidence in bringing up their children, we haveown to an
organisation of over four million women — and menin-over 80
countries of the world.

Why celebrate 14%) rather than wait for 13t In the Old Testament of
the Bible, in the first book of Samuel, there i® tstory of Samuel
marking an unlooked for victory against the migiR¥pilistines by
erecting a stone between Mizpah and Shen, namirfghbenezer”
meaning “stone of help” as a permanent remindethefleading and
guidance of God “Thus far has the Lord helped us”.

Over the past 140 years, Mothers’ Union has faaed,will continue to

face, many challenges. Family life is under inciregpressure and the
call on our resources is higher than ever. But arelook at how we are
meeting these challenges and say, like Samuel,s'Téwuhas the Lord
helped us.”

This year over 500,000 people will benefit from Kets’ Union’s
support for family life. Many more will know the gport of our
membership without any tally being taken — becausteonly through
our programme work but in their daily lives our nmers support
families in prayer, in voicing their support for ljpy changes and in
their practical support.

There has never been a more challenging, or margéirextime to be
part of Mothers’ Union. Our hope is to train morembers to help
more families; to encourage greater outreach at¢chws® countries and
communities where family life is under greatesedir To do this we
need your help. Please support Mothers’ Union imdimg positive
change to family life through its work worldwidd?lease contact Jean
Bailey for more information and details of how tecbme a member.



Original 1611 King James Bible Just Discovered in &ncashire!
lan Mc Alpine.

Readers may remember that in 2011 | published pleaf articles in
“Parish News” to celebrate the 4d@nniversary of the first printing of
the King James Bible in 1611. Briefly, there wewmo different
printings of the 1611 text, the main discrepancyden the reading of
Ruth 3: 15.

One version read (with modernised spelling) :

“Also he said, bring the veil that thou hast upbed, and hold it. And
when she [Ruth] held it, he [Boaz] measured siasnees of barley,
and laid it on her; andie went into the city”. (“He” would refer to
Boaz, mentioned earlier in the chapter)

While the other read :

“Also he said, bring the veil that thou hast upbee, and hold it. And
when she [Ruth] held it, he [Boaz] measured siasnees of barley,
and laid it on her; andhe went into the city”. (“She” would refer to
Ruth herself)

The two printings of the 1611 KJV are for obvioessons known as
the “He” and “She” Bibles. Both editions are otucge now extremely
rare and only about half a dozen copies of thellt8he“ Bible
survive today. The Universities of Oxford and Caidhipe have one as
do the Salisbury, Exeter and Durham Cathedrals.ddvio King James
Bibles use the “She” text.

However, a totally unknown copy of the 1611 “SheiblB was
discovered in a cupboard at the back of the villelgerch at Gisburn in
North Lancashire last year! Gisburn is on the ABAghly half-way
between Skipton and Clitheroe, within easy drividigtance from
Bradford. The Reverend Anderson Jeremiah and theerBed
Alexander Baker found the old book following thappointment at the
church last August. The Bible, printed in gloricesrly 17" century
black letter type, is one of St Mary’s greatesasures and will be put
on display in the church for everyone to enjoy.



46" BRADFORD NORTH SCOUT GROUP
WINTER CAMP
Ninety Scouts and Explorers camped at Blackhillerdtie weekend of
the 4" — 6" December and despite the very wet conditions hgdoal
time. There was archery and rifle shooting onrpffien building and a
reindeer wide game. A competition took place tddbBanta’s sleigh
from junk and wood found around the campsite. ©a& $aturday
evening a three-course Christmas dinner was semtbdall the table
trimmings including crackers. Delicious!
Explorers from the 46and leaders from a number of groups helped to
decorate the camp site in readiness for the arp¥dloards of little
people in the afternoon. Buildings were deckedchJights outdoors
and indoors, trees were erected and decorated reowingan bunting
added a seasonal flavour to the Eaton Centre.

WINTER WONDERLAND

At 2pm on the Saturday afternoon over 150 Beaver @nb Scouts
from Bradford North descended on Blackhills foClaristmas themed
afternoon. They were welcomed to the event byExplorers who
wore a variety of Christmas outfits including reded, elves and Santas
— they really got into the spirit of things!

The Cubs and Beavers visited seven activity batesre was storytime
in Mother Christmas’s cottage; Christmas crafts time Elves’
Workshop; a Marshmallow Trail that led to the camgsf where
children could toast their mallows; The Santa Ttlaibugh the woods;
receive yummy sweeties at the Candy Store; SnowBestle and the
film The Snowman

Ultimately the one destination everyone was rellbking forward to
was the Grotto where Santa and his elves awaite@dler youngsters
with gifts and refreshment.

It proved to be, yet another, successful and muslyable experience.

CHURCH PARADE & CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

Thirty two of our members attended the parade sergin the 20

December and joined in the traditional nativityrgto Following the
service we ventured to Hollywood Bowl in the citgntre for our
Christmas party. We played one game whilst shacimgcolates and



then had lunch before wishing everyone all the fiesthe forthcoming
celebrations!

THE WILDEST BIRTHDAY PARTY EVER!

It is 100 years since Cub Scouting began back énahstere years
during World War |. Robert Baden-Powell had formiée Scout
Association in 1907 but only boys aged over elewenme eligible to
join. Their younger siblings were eager to be mdra new exciting
world and so BP organised the Wolf Cubs for sewesldven year olds.
Rudyard Kipling, who was a friend of BPs, was askdds characters
from the Jungle Book could be used to name theelsadf the new
Scouting section. Hence why we have Akela (fathelf), Bagheera
(black panther), Kaa (snake) and Baloo (bear) argd on Wednesday
nights!

We are all sporting a special badge on our unifoend there are
numerous events taking place during 2016 to magkdbcasion. The
first major celebration is our District ‘Thanks’ ®awhich will be a
visit to Flamingoland in North Yorkshire on MarcB™ In May there
are Cub 100 Camps taking place across the counttyv@ are joining
the County Cub Camp at Bradley Woods from Satur2@y May to
Monday 3d".

We have begun learning about the history of Cubufiog at pack
meetings on a Wednesday evening. The children carapleting
activities that Wolf Cubs 100 years ago would haxperienced. We
have started with the requirements of tifeStar: Clean and polish
shoes; know and sing the National Anthem; tyingt&ngrowing cress
and a physical challenge that includes walking glgrivith something
weighing in the region of 2Ib placed on their heattsowing and
catching a ball 6 times and leapfrog.

Next we will be trying out activities towards th&' Star.

On Saturday B February fourteen Cubs will be pitching their skt

the District Games Tournament to be held at Eben€twirch at
Dudley Hill. The children will compete at Connegtbarts, Dominoes,
Draughts and Skittles.



AHOY ME HEARTIES

Our Beavers enjoyed a sleepover at Blackhills fi®aturday 2% to
Sunday 2% January. With a pirate theme to excite the yotergshe
sun shone all day enabling everyone to enjoy dédibg, a walk to the
folly and a scavenger hunt. They also made ddweragils for their
pirate ships which were bedecked with fabulousioas. For tea the
Beavers created their own pizzas. Following a smgg and story time
it was bedtime and before the leaders had timadand they were up
and about full of fun on Sunday morning. Afterdkfast more games
and crafts followed before they were picked up bhgirt parents and
whisked off for a good old scrub in the bath!

Meanwhile a group of our Scouts were camping ogéitni One of their
activities was learning about knife and axe safetyhat they are able to
chop wood and whittle without injuring themselvesothers. Some of
the girls also made bread and, when | visited, was cooking on the
fire outside along with some fish wrapped in foiDelicious! The
Scouts too enjoyed a walk in the winter sunshin¢htofolly, played
wide games and did some team building activities.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS

We are delighted that four of our Explorer Scowtsehcompleted their
Bronze D of E award. It has been hard work forcalhcerned with

many who started out on the scheme having fallethbywayside over

the last few years! (not literally). Congratulasoto: Ben, Sentu, Joe
and Daniel.

CENSUS

We have started the year as the biggest group adf@rd North with
sixty-six young people under our care. We musbaltloing something
right!

BEV HOWARD
Group Scout Leader



Dates for your diary
We have done some basic planning for the yeariahddme dates for
you to mark in your diaries. More details of eadgh be given in due
course, so please come t as many as you can—amgl your friends
and neighbours!

Friday 4th March
2.00 p.m. Women’s World Day of Prayer, St. Petekl&erton
Sunday 24th April
11.30 a.m. Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Sunday 15th May
12 noon Jigsaw Challenge
Saturday 16th July
12 noon to 2.30 p.m. Garden Party
Saturday 12th November
Time to be arranged Christmas Fair
September: 50th Anniversary Celebrations
Times as announced - Festival of Crosses
Sunday 18th September
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion with Bishop Toby Howarfibilowed
by faith lunch
Saturday 24th September
7.30 p.m. Steeton Male Voice Choir Concert

Annual Parochial Church Meeting and Electoral Roll
Usually at this time of year we are gearing updor Annual Parochial
Church meeting and asking those of you not alreauyhe Electoral
Roll to think about signing up. Because Easteeasly this year,
however, we thought it would be better to wait uafter the Easter
holidays and so have organised the meetingSianday 24th April.
We will have time for a cup of coffee after thewsee, and then start
the meeting. All who are on the Electoral Roll ararmly invited to
attend to elect various officers for the year,rhe@out what has gone
on in church during 2015, and have a chance tei@ws about church
matters. Keith West, our Electoral Roll Officerjliwbe happy to
receive applications for inclusion on the Roll ay éime.



Jericho
| watched the opening episodeJefrichoand found it rather better than
the rather sniffy review in thRadio Timegave it credit for. The series
is set around the building of the Ribblehead viadtienly disguised as
"Calverdale") and the life in the shanty towns ggton the moors for
the navvies (a shortened form of "navigators").eAftvatching the
programme | went to my bookshelf and found Terrye@mn's book
The Railway Navviesyhich | bought and read sometime in the 1970s.

| had read that book for two reasons. The first was interest in

engineering, and the second that my grandfatheramasngine driver
on the LMS, regularly driving the Liverpool to Lomal expresses
throughout the war years. He had started out orolithé.ondon North

Western Railway where his father, my great-gramdfigtwas a driver.
(My father started his working life on the railwdyyt gave it up after a
year - but that's another story.)

As we all know, the Liverpool and Manchester lin@swthe first
commercial passenger line to be built. The jourfreyn Liverpool

Lime Street, after climbing up the tunnel to Edgél, Henters the
amazing Olive Mount cutting, where the line was tlubugh sheer
rock, until it comes to Broadgreen where an embamknsome three
miles long takes the line through the villages obiRand Huyton.

It is even more amazing to realise that this wasedmefore there was a
reliable road between the two cities, and yet tiggdst problem of all
was still to come. At the Manchester end of the lies Chat Moss, an
area of bogs where solid ground is only found 4@ below the surface.
Terry Coleman describes the conquest of Chat Mibs this: "On
overlapping hurdles made of branches and of thetheeaand
brushwood that grew there, he (i.e. Stephensod)dand, earth, and
gravel, thickly coated with cinders, until at |&&t got a firm but elastic
road to carry the railway." (p.42)

The great age of the railway navvy lasted untilXB80s when, as Terry
Coleman wryly comments, "the Great Central ... wasadhe work not
of the navvy alone but also of the mechanical eat@y which was
only at this last moment to be used in Britain atemsively as the
Americans had used it for forty years and more."



The Settle to Carlisle line was built between 18&@@ 1875, and the
Ribblehead Viaduct is an amazing feat of engingeridepending
entirely on the muscle power of the navvies. Thenopg sequences of
Jerichogive a picture of how it was done. It was no gaby "The two
horrors of Settle and Carlisle were bogs and boubtli®y. To carry
supplies the navvies used bog carts, which ran amrels instead of
ordinary narrow rimmed wheels, which would havekshapelessly up
to the axles. ...... In Ribblesdale the clay was sl tiaat it had to be
drilled and blasted, yet after rain it turned iatthick, gluey mess, that
when a navvy stuck his pickaxe into it he coulddhaget it out again;
and when he did he would not have loosened a ge&dboon of the
stuff.” (p.221f)

The navvies and, often, their families lived in #@anty towns depicted
in the programme. These were built in such a way they could be
dismantled and moved on as the work progressedpite of the fact
that up to 1000 people lived there, there is alnmastrace of them on
the moors.

My only criticism of Jericho is that everything and everyone is so
clean! No doubt efforts were made by some, but Bate records the
appalling conditions with 120 navvies crammed ihts designed for
80. Coleman says this: "Each shanty was looked bftean old crone
who was expected to cook, make beds, and wash and the clothes
of her masters, who beat her fearfully, mostly datertainment. These
women took part in all the obscenity and blasphesing, lent a hand in
the fighting. Their features were disfigured, the@ads and hands cut
and bandaged, and they were quite at home." (p.896t a pretty
picture! Yet it is to these people we owe our raywetwork. | shall be
interested to see how the plotlineslefichowork out.

R.W. Bailey

Don't die
A vicar announced: ‘I'm sure you won’t wish to owerk our visiting
priest while I'm on holiday, and will keep funeratsa minimum.’
©Parish Pump



Shrove Tuesday — Pancake Day — 9th February

It's odd, really, that confessing one’s sins to wuld ever have
involved making pancakes. And yet the beginning_eft brings us
both — Shrove Tuesday is Pancake Day, and is feliowwy Ash
Wednesday, and so Lent begins.

In centuries gone by, the pancakes were made tamugbke milk and

eggs before the fasting of Lent. More recently, yneeaders will have

childhood memories of the wonder of watching ourthrecs break an
egg, mix it with milk and flour — and out of thab@ey mess, to produce
a light and delicious pancake.

These days more and more of us buy pancake meyen ready-made
pancakes. It seems we prefer the certainty of gnginwith pancakes -
to the risk of having made nothing BUT a mess efkitchen.

In many parishes they used to hold pancake racéseotay. Why
anyone would want to run around a field while hotgda pancake is not
clear, but in Olney, Bucks, they have held a paacake almost every

year since 1445.
©Parish Pump

Ing’s Way Lunch Day
The Lunch Day continues to operate on the secondnésslay of the
month from 11.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. We serve ugeaurof homemade
soup, sandwiches, tea/coffee and biscuits - all pteraly free - so
please come along to join us. It's a good oppotyutd have a natter
with old friends - and, hopefully - make some nemesl We look
forward to seeing you on February 10th.



Notes from the PCC
At our meeting on 19th January, we were able toudis progress with
the HLF work - which has got underway at long ladt!did feel at
times that it would never happen, but patiencebiees rewarded and
things have started. Kaaren has given more det&klswvhere in the
magazine - but we remain open for business as ubt@lighout the
works.

We are still uncertain about what will happen wldames steps down
as Treasurer at the APCM. Dorothy has been in teitththe Diocese

and has got details of a comprehensive financialagament package
which will simplify the accounting process, and athithe PCC agreed
to buy. If anyone feels they could cope with this,knows someone
who may be interested, we should love to hear fyoom We remain

immensely grateful to James for all he has doné,cantinues to do for
us.

The Diocesan Synod asked us to look at two are@emdern - blood
and organ donation and the refugee crisis. We asked to encourage
as many people as were able to consider givingdbtoaegistering as
an organ donor - with emphasis being placed om#wessity to inform
close relatives of any decision. The Diocese isngryto find ways
parishes can help refugees in their local areavemavill see how we
can follow any advice they give.

Dorothy has arranged for a training session formddb are involved
with us in work with children or people deemed &di-risk, in church
on Tuesday 26th February from 7.00 to 9.00 p.m.yohe who takes
part in any capacity is warmly encouraged to comeng

Refreshments will be available.

We are most grateful for a generous bequest franestate of Stan
Brooksbank. Throughout his long association with bhe was a
generous benefactor and we are looking at ways ameethance the
church in a way we feel would be an appropriatéatasnt to his
memory.

Hilary Davis, PCC Secretary.



Laid to Rest

Margaret Graves 26th January 201 6
Fe]aruary Roll of Remembrance

1st Sydney Shewan (1 978)
4th Mabel Holgate (1981)
Oth Annie Varley (1983)
10th Harold Blackburn (1984)
Nellie Curtis (1986)

12th Janie Jaclzson (1990)
14th Doris Smith (1979)
Doris Butterfield (1994)

18th Edward Chater (1982)
Mabel Barraclough (1984)

19th Clara Coplin (1985)
May Surtees (2002)

21st May Ashton (1979)
22nd William K. Naylor (1977)
Minnie Brett (1984)

23rd Biuy Fawbert (1979)
24th George Hayhurst (1984)
28th Charles Exley (1980)
291:11 Sarah Euen Firth (1 979)
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