Letter from the Vicar

Once again we arrive at the time of year when samé¢he most

intensive bargaining goes on. No, not the barggitiiat goes on in our
shops, or the Government desperately trying tdlgeDoctors on board
to keep the NHS functioning fairly well over thentgr, or the Prime
Minister trying to get a half acceptable deal foigiand out of the EEC.
| am talking about all the ordinary homes all otlex country in which

children are writing their Christmas wish-list. Wimaginations fuelled
by advertisements on posters, television and ptaygt chatter the
children come up with ever more elaborate ideas ety. Parents
battle to try and manage their expectations andesdawn their

ambitions. You get warnings of “Santa will be toasip to get all of

those things for you” or bribes such as: “you’d éawe be very, very
good to get one of those” (and praying they woe b

We too often scale down our hopes. We would likede less poverty
and hardship in the world, less suffering and stidon, less wars and
violence, friendlier communities, safer streets drappier families.

Then we shrug and accept life as it is. The resuit is easier to do
nothing to make the world around us fairer anddbeBut looking at

the Christmas story in Luke’s Gospel we meet foeogle who have
huge hopes for the coming of Jesus. First is Eitgbmother of John
the Baptist: “Blessed are you among women, andsbetess the fruit of

your womb”. She adds words about hoping for bettergs: “Blessed is
she who believed that there would be a fulfilmeitbat was spoken
to her by the Lord”. Second is Mary who in respotws&lizabeth sings
a song praising God for the great things he hag:das mercy to those
who fear him, for lifting up the lowly and feeditige hungry.

After John’s birth his father Zechariah praises Gadhis mercy for
saving the people from their enemies, for provideadyation and the
forgiveness of sins and guiding all to peace. in&imeon on seeing
baby Jesus realises his work is done because Goskehn# his salvation
as a light to guide us. The words of all four peopte repeated in our
regular prayers as the Hail Mary, the MagnificaénBdictus and Nunc
Dimittis.

They were not the trivial wishes of children, bebple of vision hoping



for better things and believing God could bringnthabout. As we
know God did not bring about change suddenly andepiully, but by

giving the world a little child — his only Son —teach us to live
differently. The cost was great as his Son was dabta suffer and die
for our sins.

As we approach Christmas and especially in the wakevorldly
horrors, let us do so with faith and hope that @ad do great things.
But remember that the great things happen througdl ghings — the
small acts of kindness, caring, reconciliation aetf-giving by which
we can change the world.

With love and prayers for Advent and the Christrseason.

Dorothy

DECEMBER PARISH DIARY
Tuesday 1st 10.45 a.m. Service at Crossley House iame
12.30 p.m. Kbnit and Natter
7.30 p.m. Adult tap dancing
Wednesday 2nd 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion at St. James
2.00 p.m. Advent Talk
6.15 p.m. Cub Scouts
Thursday 3rd 9.30 a.m. Morning prayer
6.00 p.m. Beaver Scouts
7.30 p.m. Scouts
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkhkkkhkkhhkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkk *kkkk
SUNDAY 6TH SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
Tuesday 8th 12.30 p.m. Knit and Natter
7.30 p.m. Adult tap dancing
Wednesday 9th 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion
11.30 a.m. Ing’s Way Lunch Day
2.00 p.m. Advent Talk
6.15 p.m. Cub Scouts
Thursday 10th  9.30 a.m. Morning prayer
6.00 p.m. Beaver Scouts




7.30 p.m. Scouts
*kkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkhkhhkkkhkhhkkkhkhhkkhkkhkhkkkhkkhhkkkkhkkkkkx *kkkk
SUNDAY 13TH THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
Tuesday 15th 11.00 a.m. Carol singing at Crosslaysd

12.30 p.m. Kbnit and Natter

7.30 p.m. Adult tap dancing
Wednesday 16th 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion at St. §@mne

2.00 p.m. Advent Talk

6.15 p.m. Cub Scouts
Thursday 17th  9.30 a.m. Morning prayer

6.00 p.m. Beaver Scouts

7.30 p.m. Scouts
Saturday 19th  5.00 p.m. Carol singing at Morrison’s
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkhkkkhkhkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkk *kkkk
SUNDAY 20TH FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

10.00 a.m. Nativity Parade Service & Holy

Communion

3.00 p.m. Service of Readings and Carols
Tuesday 22nd 12.30 p.m. Knit and Natter

7.30 p.m. Adult tap dancing
Wednesday 23rd 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion
Thursday 24th  11.00 p.mMidnight Eucharist
Friday 25th 10.00 a.m. Family Communion
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk *kkkk
SUNDAY 27TH ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion
Wednesday 30th 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion at St. §ame

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkk *kkkk




NOT in a Stable, Rude and Bare

In Advent 1223 the people of Greccio woke up todfisomething
strange and new — a Nativity Scene. Francis ofshé&id organised it
using live animals, in imitation of things he haees in the Holy Land.
From that day the Nativity Scenes we now have urdies and public
places have developed. Some can be hugely elab&abpping in the
Getreidegasse, in Salzburg, some years ago, we wwenta wood

carver's shop, and were amazed at what we saw. $bitie Nativity

scenes were set in whole Bavarian or Austrian gééawith up to 70
characters present. (They cost several hundreds eunse didn’'t buy
one!) We contented ourselves by buying a simpleicgrof Joseph
standing protectively over Mary as she holds tif@ninJesus.

Yet very little of this can be found in the Gospélsancisco Sanchez de
las Brozas pointed this out in 1584, and was g&egood kicking by
the authorities for doing so.

But recently (in both 2013 and 2014) the theologamPaul has raised
this problem in a blog. His argument centres on @Greek word
kataluma(Lk.2:7). This is often translated “inn”, but cals@ mean a
“guestroom”. This same word is used later on ikd'st Gospel when
Jesus sends his disciples to prepare the Pas3themessage he sends
is “Where is the guestroorkdtalumg..?” (Lk.22:11).

lan Paul continues his argument by drawing oumétie to the typical

Palestinian house, which he says can still be foimthis arrangement
the animals would be brought in at night and kepthie lower part of
the room, while the family used a raised platfoBehind the family

area was a guestroom where visiting family membemild be

accommodated. lan Paul suggests that this is wieseph and Mary
would have been, along with other visiting membmrghe family. He

is suggesting that Jesus may well have been boendrowded room
(with, no doubt, the older women helping Mary i tadour).

The only thing that may suggest a stable is thegma(Greekphatng

which was simply a wooden trough for animal feewbably the most
handy resting place for the new born child. Thered other suggestion
of a stable, the Greek words for “stable” appeawhere at all in the



New Testament.

So far, we have been considering Luke’s birth stbfgtthew also has a
birth story, but it is radically different. Whereauke tells the story from
Mary’'s point of view (and suggests that Mary hdrsels his source),
Matthew gives us Joseph’s point of view without amyication of the

source. The most important thing is that Mattheesuthe Greek word
oikian (which is a regular word for “house”) when he galis that the
Magi meet Jesus “in the house” (Mt.2:11).

The birth stories of Matthew and Luke are not, aotf integral to the
Gospel. Paul, the first Christian writer, never ti@ams them. Mark, the
first Gospel writer, knows nothing of them. Johme writer of the final
Gospel, ignores them. The purpose of the birthestas to explain why
Jesus who, if he was the Messiah, should have dmme Bethlehem,
actually came from Nazareth. They do this using two diffiere
examples of mental gymnastics.

Does this really matter? | would like to make thseggestions.

First, we need theisual aid. The crowded scene reminds us that Jesus
was born in very poor, crowded circumstances. Josegy well have
been of the lineage of David, but he was not a waportant one. He
was a village carpenter.

The presence of animals in the scene reminds usthkeawhole of

creation is included in salvation. The salvatiorhofmanity, let alone of
particular individuals, is not the full story of @e plan. “In the

beginning God created the heavens and the earthd Gad saw that it
was good.” (The Hebrew word v which means “good” and is
spoken by God at every stage of creation.)

Second, we neetthe story. The story is that God comes among us in a
recognisable form. We can no longer think that @Gockmote, and we
can't say to God, “You don’'t know what it is like be me!” God’s
answer is, “I've been there, and even more so.” Stoey is: here is
God in human form, experiencing everything we eigmee, accepting
everything we can throw at him, and surviving amdgiving and
redeeming.



Third, while the visual aid and the story are tHacps where most
people stop, we need to move ortlte meaning This is spelled out for
us by St John: “The Word was made flesh and dwetirey us, and we
beheld his glory.” The creative word of God, thegiretic word of God
are now embodied in Jesus. This is the messageeced to take from
the Nativity scene.

R.W. Bailey

Confirmation Day
On Sunday the 15th of November, Lauren Ogier, Rdbgrer, Oliver
Rhodes and | were confirmed at St Saviours ChusciBishop Toby
Howarth.

We had been meeting up once a week (and sometivess tevice a
week) for an hour with our Vicar, Dorothy. Here wecussed and
studied the Bible and various topics from it.

We had all chosen, by ourselves, to be confirmed.NAd looked into
how we would be confirmed and even had a run thrcadew days
before. However, on the day, we were all a bit aesv Although
everyone was very supportive, it was quite daunéeghere were so
many people there, including the congregation anahymfamily
members.

Afterwards, we received a confirmation candle eactd a very
interesting Youth Bible including research of sofmequently asked
guestions about the bible. We also were given ntewsly cards from
the congregation, along with lots of congratulagiomhen, in the hall,
we all had a nice bring-and-share buffet, to wh&keryone had
contributed. It was, overall, an amazing day.

Lucy Heywood



Christmas is Coming!

As we enter December, we start our programme afteveading up to
Christmas. There should be something for everyoramjoy, so please
come along to as many as you can.

Advent Talks: Dorothy will give a series of talks oWednesdays
2nd. 9th and 16th Decembefrom 2.00 to 3.00 p.m. in church

Carols at Crossley House Care Homein addition to the regular
service on the 1st Tuesday of the month, we will viigting the
residents of Crossley House to sing carols witimttieom 11.00 a.m.
on Tuesday 15th December.lt would be good to have enough people
to make a really joyful festive noise.

Christmas Lunch Day: Come along for a free lunch dNednesday
9th December from 11.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.nT.here will be home-made
soup, sandwiches, tea, coffee or fruit juice, aossfply the odd mince
pie!

Carols at Morrision’s: We have been invited to join in a day-long
session of carol singing at Morrison’s Supermark@tioria Shopping
Centre, Girlington orSaturday 19th December Churches throughout
the Airedale Deanery have been invited to coveloaduring the day
singing carols for the shoppers to raise fundsttier Diocese’s Sudan
Appeal. We will be there fror6.00 p.m.Anyone who would like to
come and join us will be most welcome.

Parade Service and Christmas PlayOur wonderful Scout Group will
be with us orSunday 20th December for the 10.00 a.nservice when
they will present their version of the Christmasrgt- with, no doubt,
plenty of carols and festive songs.

Service of Readings and Carols:At 3.00 p.m. on Sunday 20th
December, we will hold our traditional service which tellshe
Christmas story through Bible readings and (more&rols.
Refreshments will be served in the hall afterwards.

Midnight Communion: Thursday 24th December 11.00 p.mCome
along to welcome in Christmas Day at our candleggddmmunion
service where we receive Baby Jesus and placeriheicrib.

Family Communion: Friday 25th December 10.00 a.m. Come to
share the joy of Christmas at our family serviceGdmistmas morning.



Going out with joy!

Bradford Diocesan Mothers’ Union celebrated the Bhthe Triennium
in Christ Church Skipton with a service of thanksgy for its past, and
hope for our shared future within West Yorkshirehg Dales Mothers’
Union.

Specially produced for the occasion, the servicehined prayer, Bible
readings, singing, poetry and liturgical dance. @eacher — and it was
her first sermon in Bradford — was Revd. Henriéttavarth. Preaching
from passages from Jeremiah and the Letter to #iwmdivs, Henriette
reminded us of the need to trust in God as we goutgh times of
change, and to learn to live positively in the prasrather than looking
to what has gone, and what might be different enftliure. Drawing on
Mothers’ Union’s worldwide presence, its Wave ofayar, and its
range of projects supporting families in many degf@ communities,
she offered encouragement and a shared acknowledgihat we
continue working closely to meet people’s needsre/tigey were.

Bishop Toby gave us his words of blessing as tmeicge drew to a
close, presentations were made to some leavingepfind we did
indeed sing with gusto as we “went out with joy’aRd shared a
generous spread of refreshments as old friendsimet

Jean Bailey

The Pope and the Bible

Pope Francis has described his love for his Bibflgdu could see my
Bible, you would not be particularly impressed,” $ays. But “it has
been with me in my times of joy and times of tedtss my most
precious treasure. | live out of it, and | wouldgive anything in the
world for it.” He was writing in the recent prologwf the German
edition of the Youcat Bible.

© Parish Pump



Posada

Traditional Posada (meaning “inn” or “shelter”) laegn Mexico where
young people, dressed as Mary and Joseph, travited house to
house seeking shelter for the night and telling ppeocabout the
imminent arrival of Jesus.

Our Posada uses the nativity figures of Mary aosegh, (and the
donkey!) who travel around our community looking goplace to stay
with each of us. They will come to spend a nighttwo with you
before moving on to somewhere else. Some Posagarprand a book
for your comments will accompany them on their tgisso you may
wish to invite friends round for that evening, paphk to sing carols and
talk about the meaning of Christmas.

If you would like to be a part of this, there isaa of times in church,
or ring me to make arrangements.

Kaaren Raistrick
Knit and Natter

As mentioned in last month's magazine, we havedddcio start Knit
and Natter sessions druesdays from 12.30 to 2.30 p.mstarting on
1st December in the hall. Drinks will be availablplease feel free to
bring along your sandwiches or other goodies fackuif you so wish.
It will be an informal time where you can do younitking, or any other
craft project, and have a good natter at the same. Do come and
give it a try.

Stamps and Cards
It's always good to make use of things we haveshiad with, so if you
could save both your Christmas cards and the stafrppm the
envelopes, we should be most grateful. The cartid&used to send
Christmas greetings to the recipients of the OC@ebbxes next year
and the stamps will go for leukaemia research.ag®lecut them from
their envelopes and leave a ¥ inch margin rouncetige. There will
be containers in the narthex for both things atgtyeropriate time.



46" Bradford North Scout Group

BLACKHILLS BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS DISPLAY

A very successful evening when even the weather was good!
A friendly atmosphere, plenty of food, a massive bonfire and
splendid fireworks all ensured everyone had a brilliant time.

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE

On the evening of the 11™ November we once again held a
service here at St. Saviour's. Over 120 people attended and
we received many positive comments and thanks. Just a few
grumbles - always the way! You know who you are - the stage
is yours next year!

CONFIRMATION

Congratulations to our Scouts: Lucy, Lauren and Oliver and
one Cub: Rohan, who were confirmed by Bishop Toby on
Sunday 15™ November. We are all very proud of them.

WINTER WONDERLAND CAMP AND CHRISTMAS
BONANZA

From the 4™ to 6™ December Scouts and Explorers from
across the District and county will be camping at Blackhills.
On Saturday afternoon 120 Beavers and Cubs will descend on
the campsite for an afternoon full of Christmas activities
including the Marshmallow Trail, creative crafts in the Elves
Workshop, Snowman the movie, Snowman Beetle game,
storytime in Mother Christmas's cottage and I am sure the
highlight will be visiting Santa in his grotto.

Bev Howard, 6ROUP SCOUTLEADER



Santa is a Yorkshireman
Santa is a Yorkshireman, of this I'm fairly sure.
| heard him tiptoe in my room at roughly ten torfou

"l 'ope tha's fast asleep” he said, "Or tha'llrgeut, my lad".
He smelled of Hai Karate (must av pinched it from aad).

Just down stairs I'd left a treat—Santa loves & bee
He loves pork pies and single malt. That was Didés.

When | woke next morning | ran down stairs to see
If Santa had been kind enough to leave gifts utitlee.

He got our mam a Nightie and a pair of china pigs.
Our dad got socks and undies and 200 park lane cigs

My sister got a Barbie, sat on a plastic horse;
A One Direction annual, which she loved of course.

When | unwrapped my parcels my Yorkshire heartsitgj.
Each gift that Santa gave me, a truly wondrousgthin

A flat cap for my noggin, a vest of finest string;
The ferret keepers handbook. each gift fit forragki

So thank you, Santa, thank you. You surely ar&ke, ty
But can you please remember: next year I'd likike!b



Could you be our New Treasurer?

James Muff has been our Treasurer since 2008 asddbae a
wonderful job keeping track of our finances and ueimg all is
recorded, accounted for and we get the best deataun find for us. At
the next APCM in April he will step down, so we desomeone to fill
his (very large!) shoes. If you feel it is somethyou could tackle, or
know of someone who might be able to fill the lpllease have a word
with Dorothy or the wardens (or email admin@stsargtwg.org.uk).
James will be happy to give some training and ensallris explained
fully before handing over. Please pray we findrilgét person for this
important role.

THE WAY | SEE IT : The pivotal importance of the Mi ddle East
Canon David Winter, Former Head of Religious Braastong, BBC

It's astonishing how the epicentre of world news hlvays seemed to
be the ‘Middle East’. Ever since history was firstorded, this area
has been its backdrop: great civilisations and psyBabylon, Assyria,
Egypt, and Persia occupied the world’s centre stagenetimes for
centuries.

The world’s two greatest religions, Christianitydalslam, were born
here, offspring of a smaller but even older onalailsm. These very
lands were the site of the Garden of Eden, theipasurce and
beginning of the whole human story. Sadly, tHasds have also been
marked out as battle-fields — and the apocalyptssage warns that
they will be the site of the final great conflié&¢trmageddon. Today we
see images of devastated towns and cities, destrioydoombing and
shelling. Is this not only the history but also fate of the Middle East?
But now comes Christmas, and we hear a differesgsage echoing
from the same region. It was first heard in a fieldside Bethlehem:
‘Peace, goodwill among people’. The child who washin the Middle
East nearly 2000 years ago was to be known asPttiece of Peace’.
He came, the Bible says, to ‘preach peace to tixweare near, and
peace to those who are far off'. This is the gpaatdox. In the midst
of conflict, in a land that had suffered enemy @ation for 300 years,
there came a message of peace. Hard to hear avewtbe of battle,
but insistent, it will surely prove in the end te the greatest gift that

these much-abused lands have offered to the world.
© Parish Pump



Keep it a surprise
Three-year-old Lily was helping her mother wrapresent for her
father. While wrapping, her mother told Lily abdugieping the present
a secret so it would be a surprise. After the presas wrapped, Lily
proudly put it under the tree.
When her father asked her if he could shake itqurasds what's inside,
she said, very seriously, "No, T-shirts don't eattl

How to get more presents....
Joe: Did you get many Christmas presents?
Jack: | sure did. A lot more than my four brothers.
Joe: Why was that?
Jack: On Christmas morning | got up two hours kefoem.
© Parish Pump

In praise of the Food Bank
2015 has been the year of the Food Bank. Suddepland down the
country, in cities, towns and even villages, pedmee realised that
some of their neighbours are really struggling ¢edf themselves or
their families. So all over Britain there are nofeod banks’, often
largely supported by local churches, and undersip@sorship of a
splendid charity, the Trussell Trust.
What an excellent name - ‘Food Bank'. It is muess| patronising than
the old ‘soup kitchen’ where what were once calgawn-and-outs’
could get a steaming bowl of broth. These are ’banknd the
customers of banks are entitled to draw on what theothers have put
into them. A bank is not a place where anyone teeldhumiliated, but
an essential service. It's sad that we have atmtuan which food
banks are necessary, but it's good they're theradet a real need.
At our Harvest Festival in October, we supporte@ tBradford
Metropolitan Food Bank (not run by the Trussell Stjuwith our
donations of food and money. In a letter of thatiley wrote:*Your
contributions reflect so well the spirit of the Wast Festival and |
cannot but just say again thank you for this, ohdieof all of us at the
Food Bank. It is thanks to people such as yout.aE&viour’s that we
manage to continue to offer our servicesWe are glad to be able to
help!



Notes from the PCC
It will be no surprise that the continuing sagatloé Heritage Lottery
Grant featured prominently in our discussions & theeting on
Tuesday 17th November. The good news is that we haw received
the first part of the money and can actually begirmake plans for
getting the work done. Discussions will take plaggh the firm
carrying out the work to formulate a plan and wé thien know more
about how things will proceed. As much of the waskexternal,
however, it is likely we will have to wait for theetter weather before a
start can be made. A small group of us will alsbtggether to work out
how we can showcase how the money has been spent.

The Christmas Fair at the beginning of Novembers a@reat success,
with lots of visitors and a happy, festive atmospharoughout. We
raised around of £1100, which was a wonderful efféWe are grateful
to all who helped, came, donated or supported yway - especially to
local firms, Keelham Farm Shop, The Ring o’BellsdaBtephen
Smith’s Garden Centre, for kindly donating prizes dur raffle to add
to those donated by church members.

As it was the last meeting of the year, we decidadour charitable
giving, which we see as a key part of our minisejpd chose the
charities HemiHelp, Bradford and Airedale Kidney ti@ats’
Association and the Archbishop of York’s Feed théndd Project.
During the year we have made several other conitoifs to charities,
both monetary and in kind - The Children’s Soci&gye the Children,
Candlelighters, Christian Aid, Bradford Metropofit&ood Bank, the
Shoebox appeal and the Bishop’s Special Fund. nQuiidvent, the
Christmas Pillar Box will be out at the back of ottu and any
donations from that will go to the Candlelighteredahe Manorlands
Hospice at Oxenhope.

Plans continue for the church to be open one aftarra month so

people can to come in and look round, pray quietiat to someone, or
just sit. We will need a rota of people to coves ththe more people the
fewer times each will have to attend. Please pvaycan carry this

forward.

Hilary Davis, PCC Secretary.



William Stewart Giﬂespie

John S’canley Broolesl)anle

Laid to Rest

13th November 2015

26’(11 November 2015

December ROll Of Rememl)rance

3rd
4th
6th
7th

Oth

12th
14th

17th
20th
21st

24th

25th
26th
27th
29th
30th

Florence Baker (1983)
Ellen Ainsworth (1937)
Ellen Perkins (1949)
Sara Story (1978)
Emily Holmes (1984)
Edith Wilkinson (1988)
Doris Quin (1993)
George Boynton Smith (1993)
Gordon Waterworth (1988)
Alice Maud Barrett (1961)
Dorothy Cooper (1974)
Stuart Raistrick (2010)
Annie Jones (1975)
Jaclz Renton Newsome (1941)
Arthur ]aclzson (1960)
George Arthur Whiteley (1974)
Bernard Wigglesworth (1972)
Charlotte Harrison (1981)
Arthur Hind (1982)
Arthur Holmes (1984)
Franlz Tonge (1953)
Leslie Redshaw (2000)

(1993)

Irene P6012
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